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Speaker Bios 

Jerilyn Bell, J.D. 

Jerilyn Bell is a senior trial attorney at the Georgia Capital Defender’s Office in Atlanta, Georgia. Prior 

to joining the Capital Defender’s Office in 2011, she was a public defender for over 10 years with the 

Legal Aid Society in Brooklyn, New York, for the last four years she was a supervisor and trainer as 

well. She has served on the training faculty for the Cardozo Intensive Trial Advocacy Program, Legal 

Aid Society Trial Advocacy Program, Wisconsin State Public Defender Training Program, NACDL 

Regional BYOC Capital Training and is on the faculty of the National Criminal Defense College. 

 

Mary Dayton, M.S., J.D. 

Mary Dayton is a trial attorney with the Georgia Capital Defender Office. 

Previously, Mary was a trial attorney at the DeKalb County Public 

Defender’s Office. Mary also has a Master’s degree from the University of 

Florida in Forensic Science, and has been teaching as an adjunct 

professor with Georgia State University’s criminal justice undergraduate 

department since the spring of 2012. Mary obtained a Bachelor’s of 

Science from the University of North Georgia in 2007. Mary, her 

husband, and daughter Nora live close to downtown Atlanta, and enjoy 

everything that city life has to offer. In her free time, Mary enjoys 

horseback riding and amateur photography. 

 

Jeffery Dowdy, J.D. 

Jeff Dowdy has served as the Chief Assistant Public Defender for the 

Eighteenth Judicial Circuit of Florida in Seminole County since 2013. 

Prior to that, he practiced criminal law in state and federal court at 

Dowdy & Nelson from 1990 to 2013. Mr. Dowdy has tried over one 

hundred jury trials, handled over seventy capital cases, and tried over a 

fifteen death penalty jury trials to completion across the State of 

Florida. Mr. Dowdy has also appeared before the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and Florida Supreme Court. 
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Karen Giddens, MLS (ASCP) 

Ms. Giddens is the Toxicology Director for Southern Interventional Pain 

Management as well as Chemistry Supervisor and Medical Technologist 

at Colquitt Regional Medical Center. She is a breadth of knowledge in 

forensic testing including laboratory standards, accreditation, and 

quality control. She holds a BS in Biology and Medical Technology and is 

pursuing a MS/PhD in Forensic Science with a concentration in DNA, 

Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics. 

 

 

 

J.P. Gilbert, J.D. 

Jean-Pierre Gilbert is an Assistant Public Defender for the Eighteenth 

Judicial Circuit of Florida. He is currently assigned to the Felony Trial 

Division and Drug Court, and has tried over 35 trials in his four-and-a-

half years of practice. In 2015, Mr. Gilbert was named the Best 

Advocate at the Spring Public Defender College. In 2019, he was 

awarded the University of Central Florida’s “30 Under 30” Alumni 

Award. 

 

Tara Godoy, B.S. 

Tara Godoy is a Certified Forensic Nurse and has been working with 

Criminal and Civil Attorneys since 2009. She has a BS in Nursing from 

the University of Southern California and currently lives in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. Through consulting and testimony she has assisted 

both the prosecution and the defense in obtaining an honest and fair 

resolution. Along with her 7 RN and 4 MD contractors, Godoy Medical 

Forensics has consulted on over 1000 cases nationwide, and has worked 

at both the federal and state levels. Tara has been asked to present for 

national organizations such as the NACDL and the NDIA at their 

Forensics conferences in Las Vegas. Tara’s main areas of expertise are 

Strangulation and Blunt Force Trauma, but testimony is also offered on other cases where traumatic 

injuries occur or medical record analysis is needed. Tara can be reached at Tara@GodoyMedical.net. 
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Dr. John M. Hagedorn, Ph.D. 

Dr. John M. Hagedorn is a Professor Emeritus of Criminology, Law, and 

Justice at the University of Illinois at Chicago and a James J. Stukel 

Fellow at the Great Cities Institute. Prior to earning his degrees, Dr. 

Hagedorn was a civil rights and anti-war activist and founder of 

Milwaukee’s first gang diversion program. He earned a M.A. in 

Sociology in 1987 and a Ph.D. in Urban Studies in 1993 from the 

University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. Throught his academic career, 

Dr. Hagedorn has authored multiple papers and books on gangs. 

 

Richard Jasper, J.D. 

Richard Jasper is a practicing criminal defense lawyer in the New York City metropolitan area, but, 

also as learned counsel to capital cases nationwide. He is a graduate of Wesleyan University, 

Middletown, Connecticut, and New York Law School. He served as Deputy Clerk to Chief Judge 

Constance Baker Motley, United States District Judge for the Southern District of New York. He has 

represented over forty federal death eligible clients, including United States v. Farad Roland, United 

States v. Ronell Wilson, United States v. Vincent Basciano, United States v. Roland Mallay, United 

States v. Ahmed Abu Khattalah (Benghazi attack on U.S. Mission.) He has represented defendants in 

post 911 terrorist cases, racketeering, narcotics and money laundering cases. He represented Dandeny 

Munoz-Mosquera in United States v. Pablo Escobar, et al. He has been a member of the faculty at the 

Santa Clara Death Penalty College since 2008 and member of the Faculty at the National College for 

Capital Voir Dire in Boulder, Colorado since 2014. He is a member of Federal Capital Resource 

Project and serves on the Board of Directors of Advancing Real Change (ARC), an organization that 

assists mitigation specialists in capital cases. He also previously served on the Board of Directors of 

both the NYCBA and the NYSACDL. He recently received the 2019 Honorable Lewis Cohen’s Award 

for Professional Excellence. 

 

George Kendall, J.D. 

George Kendall’s practice focuses primarily on pro bono matters. George 

handles capital, criminal and civil rights cases around the United States 

at trial, on appeal and in post-conviction proceedings including in the 

United States Supreme Court, where he has represented clients for more 

than 25 years. 

He also regularly consults with capital defense lawyers nationwide. 

George has worked with the Defender Services Division of the 

Administrative Office of the US Courts in improving the quality of legal 
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representation in federal criminal cases and has also worked closely with The Innocence Project and 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Legal Defense Fund (LDF) 

on policy initiatives. While at the LDF he was editor of the newsletter Race Notes, which identifies 

arguments and strategies citizens can use to lessen the influence of racial bias in the criminal justice 

system. 

He is a former staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union Eleventh Circuit Capital Litigation 

Project. George has taught courses on criminal justice issues at several law schools including Yale Law 

School, Florida State University College of Law and St. John’s School of Law. 

George is the recipient of numerous awards including the Life in the Balance Achievement Award 

from the National Legal Aid and Defender Association in 1999, the New York State Defenders 

Association Service of Justice Award in 1997, ACLU of Georgia Bill of Rights Award in 1987 and the 

Stuart Still Memorial Award in 1987. 

George frequently appears as a panelist or keynote speaker at capital litigation seminars. He is a 

board member of the Death Penalty Information Center and Southern Public Defender Training 

Center. George is also a member of the Advisory Group for the Georgetown University Law Center 

Supreme Court Institute. 

In 2010 George was the recipient of the Equal Justice Champion Award from the Equal Justice 

Initiative for assistance in juvenile life without parole cases and other matters, and the Constitutional 

Champion Award from the Constitution Project, a highly respected DC-based organization that 

assembles bipartisan commissions to work toward sensible policy solutions to some of our toughest 

legal issues.  

 

Christian Lamar, J.D. 

Christian Lamar is the Supervising Attorney of the Metro Capital Defender (MCD). MCD is a 

conflict/satellite office of the Georgia Capital Defender (GCD) which is a Division of the Georgia 

Public Defender Council (GPDC). MCD defends indigent capital defendants at the pre-trial and trial 

level. Christian graduated with honors from LeMoyne-Owen College, an historically Black college in 

Memphis, TN in 1990. Christian then went on to Northeastern University School of Law (NUSL), 

graduating in 1993. While at Northeastern, Christian had the privilege of interning at the Southern 

Center for Human Rights under Steve Bright and at the Equal Justice Initiative under Bryan 

Stevenson. Since 1994 Christian has been a public defender and supervising public defender at the 

Public Defender Service of the District of Columbia (PDS), the Federal Defender of Maryland (Staff 

Attorney), GCD, and presently at MCD. Christian is a member of the faculty of the National Criminal 

Defense College (NCDC).  Christian is also a veteran of the U.S. Army having served for six and a half 

years. 
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Bob Larr, J.D. 

Bob Larr is a graduate of the University of Central Florida and Stetson 

College of Law. Mr. Larr first started with the Office of the Public 

Defender under Joe DuRocher in 1987. He left the office for his own 

firm in 1999 and returned to the Office of the Public Defender under 

Robert Wesley in 2006. During his times in the Office of the Public 

Defender Mr. Larr has held many positions but has primarily done trial 

work in felony divisions. Mr. Larr has tried over 150 felony trials, 

including 27 in a 13-month time period. Mr. Larr has been a Board 

Certified Criminal Trial Attorney since 2007. 

 

Jeffrey Leukel, J.D. 

Jeffrey Leukel was admitted to practice law in June of 1986. He has been 

in private practice for 14 years, where he primarily practiced criminal 

defense, appeals, and post-conviction relief. Mr. Leukel has been an 

Assistant Public Defender since 2003. He has tried over one hundred 

felony jury trials, along with numerous misdemeanor trials. Mr. Leukel 

has also handled over fifty capital cases with four death penalty cases. 

Mr. Leukel successfully represented Joseph Nahume Green, Jr. to 

exoneration of his death sentence, making him the 23rd person to be 

released from Florida’s death row since reinstitution of the death penalty 

in 1972. He has also appeared before the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Eleventh Circuit and the Florida Supreme Court. 

 

Doug Lipman 

Doug Lipman, the foremost authority on storytelling coaching, is 

popular in the U.S. and abroad as a performer, coach, author, and 

teacher. Doug's storytelling grew out of his work as a pre-school and 

music teacher in the 1970's. He has been teaching and coaching 

storytellers since 1979 and, beginning in 1998, has worked extensively 

in the corporate sector. In addition to his workshops and classes on all 

aspects of storytelling, Doug has published numerous books and 

released instructional videos, audiocassettes, and multi-media courses 

such as the Storytelling Workshop in a Box™. 
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J. Christopher McKee, J.D. 

J. Christopher McKee is the Director of the Schaden Experiential 

Learning and Public Service Programs at the University of Colorado 

School of Law. An Adjunct Professor at CU Law since 2009, Mr. McKee 

teaches Advanced Evidence, specifically focused on forensic science 

issues, and has directed the Appellate Advocacy Clinic. Mr. McKee is a 

nationally recognized litigator and lecturer on forensic science 

evidentiary issues. As the former Special Counsel to the Director of the 

Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia (PDS), Mr. McKee 

served as a senior advisor to the Director and all other divisions of PDS 

regarding potential challenges to forensic evidence. In addition to his 

advisory and supervisory roles, Mr. McKee served as lead or special counsel in cases involving 

complex forensic issues, as well as maintaining his own personal caseload of homicide and sexual 

assault cases. While at PDS from 200 until 2009, Mr. McKee represented hundreds of clients before 

both trial and appellate courts in the District of Columbia. Mr. McKee has litigated cases involving 

challenges to DNA, Firearm Toolkmark Patterns, Fingerprint Patterns, Arson Evidence, Sexual 

Assault Injuries, Forensic Pathology, Toxicology, Drugs/Narcotics Evidence, and Breath Alcohol 

Detection, as well as various other forensic disciplines and evidence. Prior to joining PDS, Mr. McKee 

served as an Assistant Public Defender in DeKalb County, Georgia, where he spent three years 

handling a wide range of trial and appellate cases before State and County courts. Mr. McKee co-

founded Forensic Defense Strategies, LLP, a legal consulting firm based in Boulder, Colorado, that 

assists criminal defense attorneys with understanding and litigating forensic evidence in their cases. 

 

Sarah Moore, J.D. 

Sarah Moore is a Board Certified Criminal Trial Attorney. She graduated 

from the University of Florida in 2009 with a BS in Psychology and 

again from UF’s Levin College of Law in 2012. She has worked at the 9th 

Circuit Public Defender’s Office since graduating law school where she 

has practiced in various adult and juvenile divisions. She is from 

Sanford, FL and resides in Downtown Orlando with her husband. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7 

 

Joëlle Moreno, J.D. 

Associate Dean & Professor of Law Joëlle Anne Moreno is a graduate of 

the University of Pennsylvania Law School, Swarthmore College, and 

most importantly for a native New Yorker, Stuyvesant High School. 

Before beginning her academic career, she served as a federal 

prosecutor for the United States Department of Justice. 

Professor Moreno is an experienced teacher of Evidence, Scientific and 

Forensic Evidence, Criminal Procedure, Criminal Law, Criminal 

Advocacy, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. Her research and 

scholarship focuses on scientific evidence and constitutional criminal 

justice issues and includes articles that have appeared in a range of 

legal, medical and scientific journals including Boston University, Florida, Ohio State, Arizona, Penn 

State, Tulane, Utah, and Akron law reviews, the William & Mary Bill of Rights Journal, and Pediatric 

Radiology. As a firm believer that academic work should have real world application, she has 

examined the public health impact of misusing scientific and medical evidence in the context of child 

abuse and vaccine refusal. She is a co-author of The Consensus Statement on Abusive Head Trauma 

in Infants and Young Children (2018) and the recipient of the 2018 Presidential Recognition Award 

from the Society for Pediatric Radiology. Over the past two decades, she has presented her work at 

legal, scientific and medical conferences around the world including programs held at Yale, Akron, 

Houston, William & Mary, Thomas Jefferson, Seton Hall, and Michigan State law schools; meetings of 

the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, the judges of the U.S. Court of Claims, the 

World Vaccine Congress, and the Queens District Attorney’s Office; and the American Medical 

Association, European Society for Paediatric Radiology, ISPCAN, the American Society for Pediatric 

Neuroradiology, Inter-CAP, the National Center on Shaken Baby Syndrome, and the Society for 

Pediatric Radiology. Professor Moreno also serves on the National Conference of Bar Examiners’ 

Multistate Essay Examination Drafting Committee and is a past chair of the AALS Evidence Section. 

 

Josh Noblitt, D.Min 

Rev. Joshua M. Noblitt is Saint Mark’s Minister of Social Justice and 

Evangelism, and owns a private psychotherapy practice as a Licensed 

Marriage and Family Therapist. In addition to offering individual, 

couples, and group therapy, his work involves leading program, 

advocacy and volunteer opportunities related to social justice issues in 

the community. Rev. Noblitt completed his Master of Divinity at Emory 

University in 2004 and was ordained at the Western North Carolina 

Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church in 2009. Rev. 

Noblitt is a Clinical Fellow with the American Association of Marriage 

and Family Therapy, is currently perusing certification through the 
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American Association of Sexuality Educators, Counselors, and Therapists (AASECT), and is a 

candidate for the degree of Doctor of Ministry at Emory University in 2017. He has served on 

numerous national and local boards, including the Board of Directors for the Reconciling Ministry 

Network from 2008-2013. He is currently serving on the board of WonderRoot, For The Kid In Us All, 

Inc., and the Emory University Hope Clinic for HIV/AIDS Research Community Advisory Board.  

Among his civic engagements, Rev. Noblitt is proud to serve as a member of the volunteer Chaplain 

Corps for the Atlanta Police Department, President of the South Atlanta Civic League, and Vice Chair 

of NPU-Y. He is also an alumnus of the LEAD Atlanta Class of 2011, New Leaders Council Class of 

2013 and Outstanding Atlanta Class of 2013. Visit Josh on the web at www.joshuanoblitt.com. 

 

Gary Parker, J.D. 

Gary Parker is a private attorney specializing in civil rights, criminal law, and personal injury. Mr. 

Parker received his Juris Doctorate from Howard University School of Law in 1980 and began his 

legal career at Georgia Legal Services Program, Inc. from 1980 to 1983. He began his legal practice in 

1983 and served as Deputy Director of the Georgia Public Defender Standards Council from 2004 to 

2007. Mr. Parker has also served as a Georgia State Senator for District 15 from 1989 to 1990, when 

he successfully garnered statewide support for the passage of the historic Georgia Indigent Defense 

Bill. In 1991, Mr. Parker was appointed to the Judicial Nominating Commission and served in that 

position through 1996. Mr. Parker has also served as a legal consultant on several death penalty cases. 

 

Amber Pittman, J.D. 

Gabrielle Amber Pittman has been representing indigent persons facing the death penalty as the head 

of the Middle Georgia Regional Capital Defender Office since 2013. After graduating from the 

University of South Carolina School of Law in 2003, Amber worked as a fellowship attorney at the 

Multi-County Public Defender, which became the Georgia Capital Defender in 2005, defending 

capital cases in both the trial and appellate divisions. Upon completing her fellowship, she worked as 

an assistant public defender, followed by several years in private practice. She is licensed to practice 

in Georgia (2004), South Carolina (2003, inactive) and North Carolina (2009). 

 

Anthony L. Ricco, J.D. 

Over the past 19 years, Anthony L. Ricco served as learned counsel on 

approximately 45 federal death penalty cases across the country. Those 

cases include : (1) United States v. Andre Cooper, et. al., Eastern 

District of Pennsylvania to penalty verdict. Litigated to verdict to life 

verdict May 2006; (2) United States v. Jelani Solomon, et ano., Western 

District of Pennsylvania. Litigated to life verdict November 2007; (3) 

http://www.joshuanoblitt.com/


 

9 

 

United States v. Deondre Byrd, et al., appointed in 2007. Eastern District of Michigan, case dismissed 

in 2012 by the government; and (4) United States v. Jarvis Brown, et al., 2008. Western District of 

Indiana, defendant entered a post authorization plea to life in March of 2009. 

Before the New York State Death Penalty was declared unconstitutional in 2004, Anthony L. Ricco 

served as capital counsel on over a dozen death eligible cases: (1) People v. Corey Arthur, defendant 

charged with murder in the first degree in death of Jonathan Levin, son of then Time Warner C.E.O. 

Gerald Levin in 1998; (2) People v. Michael Whiten, et al. In 2003 six young men charged with the 

double murder of two N.Y.C. undercover police officers. State death penalty declared unconstitutional 

in 2004. Federal Government indicted in 2005, death not authorized against Michael Whiten. Co-

defendant Ronell Wilson, represented by other counsel, sentenced to death by jury verdict; life 

verdict; life verdict subsequently reversed by the 2d Circuit. 

Anthony L. Ricco also served as counsel in several controversial cases: including, inter alia, the World 

Trade Bombing conspiracy case, United States v. Omar Abdel Rahman; the Embassy Bombing case in 

1998, United States v. Usama Bin Laden in 2001; as counsel for Detective Gescard Insnora in the 

Sean Bell case, People v. Michael Oliver, et al, in 2008. 

 

Dr. Richard Rogers, Ph.D., ABPP 

Richard Rogers, Ph.D., ABPP, is a Regents Professor of Psychology at the 

University of North Texas. In 2014, he received the Eminent Faculty 

Award, one of the university's highest faculty honors, which is bestowed 

one distinguished professor annually. His previous academic 

appointments included key positions in the Section on Psychiatry and 

Law, Rush University, and the Division of Forensic Psychiatry, 

University of Toronto. 

Dr. Rogers is nationally recognized for his contributions to forensic 

psychology and psychiatry. National awards include (1) the Manfred S. Guttmacher Award from the 

American Psychiatric Association, (2) Distinguished Contributions to Forensic Psychology Award 

from the American Academy of Forensic Psychologists, and (3) the Amicus Award for the American 

Academy of Psychiatry and Law. 

His contributions to clinical psychology and the discipline of psychology have also been commended. 

In 2007, the Society of Clinical Psychology honored Dr. Rogers with Distinguished Professional 

Contributions to Clinical Psychology. In 2008, American Psychological Association (APA) bestowed 

its prestigious Distinguished Professional Contributions to Applied Research Award. In 2011, APA 

again honored Dr. Rogers with its Distinguished Professional Contributions to Public Policy Award. 

In 2011, he became only one of three scholars in APA history to receive both national awards. 

Dr. Rogers is a prolific writer with more than 215 refereed articles and an h-index of 73. He has 

written seven books focused on clinical and forensic practice. He has also developed and validated 
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four psychological measures that are published by Psychological Assessment Resources, Inc. (PAR, 

Inc.). 

 

Jared Shapiro, J.D. 

Jared Shapiro has served as an Assistant Public Defender for the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit of 

Florida since 2011. Mr. Shapiro is currently assigned to the Capital division and has tried over 40 jury 

trials. 

 

Faith Sills, LCSW, CBHCMS 

Faith Sills is a licensed clinician who spent the first few years of her 

career as a therapist and the last 12 as a forensic social worker working 

primarily on mitigation and forensic competency for the 9th Circuit 

Public Defender’s Office. She is currently the support staff chief and 

works with her team of disposition specialists to develop, implement 

and facilitate programs and policies that engender therapeutic 

jurisprudence. Faith has experience working with a diverse array of 

clients in a variety of settings. Her education includes two years 

backpacking abroad and degrees in clinical social work, psychology and communication from the 

University of Central Florida. She completed the coursework for two PhDs (in Public Affairs and 

Clinical Sexology) and is currently in dissertation mode. 

 

Chelsea Simmons, J.D. 

Chelsea Simmons received her Bachelor of Science in Psychology and 

Criminal Justice from the University of Central Florida in 2005 and her 

Juris Doctor from the University of Florida’s Fredric G. Levin College of 

Law in 2008. Ms. Simmons has served as an Assistant Public Defender 

for the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida since 2008. She is also a Board-

Certified Criminal Trial Attorney. 
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Susan Skolly-Danziger, PharmD, M.S., CPh, DABAT 

Dr. Susan M. Skolly-Danziger (Skolly) received her Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences from the University of Iowa and 

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree (PharmD) from Nova‐Southeastern 

University. She holds two Master of Science Degrees, one in Forensic 

Toxicology and a second Master of Science Degree in Forensic Drug 

Chemistry. Both degrees are from the University of Florida. She 

completed an ASHP-Accredited Hospital Pharmacy Residency at 

Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago, Illinois. She is a Diplomate 

of The American Board of Applied Toxicology (DABAT). Dr. Skolly was granted initial DABAT status 

in 1996 and recertified in 2005, 2010 and 2015. Dr. Skolly maintains active pharmacy licenses in 

Florida, Illinois and Louisiana. Dr. Skolly is also licensed as a State of Florida Consultant Pharmacist. 

Dr. Skolly was the Assistant Director of The Miami Poison Center at Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Poison. She was the Managing Director of the Central Pennsylvania Poison Center at the Milton S. 

Hersey Medical Center at the PennState University Hospital. She was employed in the area of 

research and development in the pharmaceutical industry for 11 years, at various companies including 

GlaxoSmithKline, Roche, Shire and Sepracor. Currently, she provides expert witness services as a 

consultant in the area of forensic and clinical toxicology and pharmacy and pharmacology at 

Psychiatric Affiliates, PA. in Maitland, Florida (a suburb of Orlando). Dr. Skolly is also currently 

employed as a Clinical Pharmacist at Select Specialty Healthcare (A Critical Care Hospital) in the 

Villages, Florida. Dr. Skolly also provides Standard of Care reviews of behalf of the Florida 

Department of Health. These reviews concern matters in toxicology and pharmacy. Dr. Skolly enjoys 

applying scientific concepts in both civil and criminal matters. 

 

Nathanial Studelska, J.D. 

Nathanial Studelska is a trial attorney with the Metro Capital Defender 

Office in Atlanta, GA where he represents clients facing the death 

penalty at the trial level. His entire career has been spent working in 

public defense. He received his undergraduate degree from Georgia 

College & State University in 2004 and his law degree from the 

University of Georgia in 2007. 
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J.D. Thomas, CFSI, CCDI 

Founder and CEO of Forensic Consulting Services. J.D. is a Forensic 

Science Analyst and Licensed Private Investigator. His interest in 

Forensic Science and Crime Scene Investigation goes back to November 

of 1978, while serving in the U.S. Navy, stationed at Naval Station 

Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico. It was at this time that the mass 

suicide/homicide tragedy occurred in Jonestown, Guyana. His unit was 

tasked with the "humanitarian relief and support of American citizens in 

Georgetown, Guyana", supporting over a hundred recovery missions.  

Upon his Honorable Discharge from the Navy, J.D. was a technician with Lee Laboratories while 

simultaneously serving as a Volunteer Firefighter with the Chesterfield Fire Department for five years 

before beginning his career in Law Enforcement in 1986. It was then that he began his studies in the 

field of Forensic Science and advancing to Master Detective/Police Officer in the Forensic Science 

Division. Most recently, he worked as a Criminal & Forensic Science Investigator, and as a Capital 

Mitigation Specialist for the Office of the Public Defender in the Sixth Judicial Circuit of Florida. In 

one form or another, he has served his country and its citizens for over 40 years, with the last 33 of 

those years as an Investigator/Detective. Through his work for both the Prosecution (Police) and the 

Defense, he gained an unbiased view of our Judicial System and the need for fairness and equality in 

the courtroom.  

J.D. is a graduate of the Virginia Forensic Science Academy, where he served as Class President of the 

42nd. Session. He has been recognized by Courts in Virginia and Florida and in Federal Courts as an 

Expert in many facets of Forensic Science. J.D. is a Board Certified Forensic Science Investigator and 

a Board Certified Criminal Defense Investigator through The Criminal Defense Investigation Training 

Council. He is also a member of the Virginia Forensic Science Academy Alumni Association, the 

Florida Emergency Mortuary Response Operation System, as well as several other professional 

organizations. He has recently complied with all the requirements of the Constitution and By-Laws 

and has been declared to have achieved the status of Life Active Member of the International 

Association for Identification with 25 years of membership. 

 

Dr. Sarah Y. Vinson, M.D. 

Dr. Sarah Y. Vinson is a physician who specializes in adult, child & 

adolescent, and forensic psychiatry. She is the founder of the Lorio Psych 

Group, an Atlanta, GA based mental health practice providing expert 

care and consultation. After graduating from medical school at the 

University of Florida with Research Honors and as an Inductee in the 

Chapman Humanism Honors Society, she completed her general 

psychiatry training at Cambridge Health Alliance/Harvard Medical 
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School. While there, she also received specialized training in trauma through the Victims of Violence 

Program. She then returned to the South to complete fellowships in both child & adolescent and 

forensic psychiatry at Emory University School of Medicine. 

In addition to providing mental health care services such as psychotherapy, consultation and 

psychopharmacology through her private practice, Dr. Vinson is an Associate Clinical Professor of 

Psychiatry and Pediatrics at Morehouse School of Medicine. Just two years after joining the faculty 

she was honored as Psychiatry and Faculty of the Year in 2015. She is also Adjunct Faculty at Emory 

University School of Medicine. She has been elected and/or appointed to national and statewide office 

by her professional peers. She is the Immediate Past President of the Georgia Council on Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry, and the Secretary of the Georgia Psychiatric Physicians Association. 

Additionally, she serves on the Communications Council of the American Psychiatric Association and 

previously served on the Early Career Psychiatrist Representative on the Board of the American 

Association of Community Psychiatrists. She has been a speaker at national conferences including the 

American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry Annual Meeting and The National Urban League Annual Meeting.. Dr. Vinson has received 

numerous awards in recognition of her service and leadership including the University of Florida 

College of Medicine Outstanding Young Alumna Award and Finalist for the Atlanta Business 

Chronicle Healthcare Hero Award. 

 

Anupama Vishwamitra, J.D 

Anupama Vishwamitra graduated with her Masters in Social Work from GSU in 2005 and acquired 

her LCSW credentials in 2010. She began her work with the Georgia Capital Defenders office in 2006 

as a Mitigation Investigator and helped defend dozens of indigent clients against the death penalty. 

She is currently the Director of Mitigation and continues to supervise death penalty cases throughout 

the state. 

 

Gerald P. “Jerry” Word, J.D. 

Jerry was admitted to practice law in 1975 and handled his first death penalty case as second chair in 

1976 - 7.  Jerry was in private practice in Carrollton for 29 years. During that time he served two terms 

on the Federal Defender Board of Directors, the Georgia Indigent Defense Council and the Georgia 

Public Defender Standards Council.  Jerry became the Director of the Georgia Capital Defender in 

2007, and has personally handled over 50 death penalty cases. Under his leadership, the state of 

Georgia went for over 5 years without a death verdict.  The Capital Defender handles an average of 50 

cases at any given time, and they have resolved over 250 cases to date. Prior to the Capital Defender, 

24.5% of all capital cases received a death penalty. Since 2005 less than 2% of cases receive a death 

verdict.  


